
FROM:

Security Officer

Deputy Security Officer

Chief
, Technical Research Staff

3 July

SDFJtCT: Artichoke Cases, June 1952'

Wednesday, la June 195?, and Tuesday, 18 .ha^io-C? th»
I.-cbO Artichoke Team conducted special interrogations rr

, i

on two operational cases. In the opinion of all team membcrs^case^n^s
PnHro^

rS dxrect
r
1:* or indirectly involved, the Artichoke operations wereentirely successful. Details follow.
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over to our overseas officers through th _ rv, . 1 hor 0 f
the above subjects spoke Knglish. ihe firs I
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somewhat of a low-type intellectual, while the latter' individual was con
siderably more intelligent. and apparently had a more important Intel] ic-Rne
background.^ Doth were considered both were
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provide creftain security measures in connectio^^^^^^^^^^^^f the
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Artichoke techniques. In general, i t. may he said that, owing to the con-
efforts or^BW5®S3SP6S^-v: the support given him

R-_ ,
-i-the security problems involved wore handled most e ffectivelyVDo^

tails follow.

Tecause of the nature of the Artichoke work involving the use of
chemicals, hypnosis, extremely complicated technical equipment, and because
both subjects to be examined were individuals who could well be regarded as
desperate (possible suicides), the security problem was very complex. In

Ibe house itself is quite large with adequate rooms for
/trtTchoke operations and a very capable, though small, household staff to
Drovide necessary meals and sendee for the guards, subjects, and the Arti-
choke Team as required. Two sets of guards were furnished-,. bobber

Thase squares Were
-

'continuously onduty/or^in front of the house where' he
could control the entrance gate to the estate and observe the front facade
of the house and one stationed in the rear of the house where the rear ap-
proaches and rear facade of the h ou

^
^

^

They were r equKrly^'jiev^anda^raUc^^^^^HI
They ate some meals at the house but slept, and were dea at

• Inside of the house and in plain clothes was anothej-
also maintained on a 2h-hour basis, which guarded the room

•oi the ‘subject and covered all of his movements such as rating, going to
the toilet, washing, etc. at all times. These guards were armed but the
weapons they carried were concealed. They slept, ate, and lived in th«
house.

-

Their guard was posted, in general, at- the head of the stairs to
the second floor, immediately outside of the room in which the subject was
confined. The subject’s door was kent open at ail times for observation
purndseo -except when specifically ordered closed. The subject’s room was
barren except for basic essentials — bed, chair, etc. — to prevent pos-
sible suicide. The only window was heavily screened. The subject was
always observe^! while eating, washing, or tend i, ngto _hed 11 y functions,
etc. This guard detail was ‘also arranged nu operated
directly under the control of mcnibe.iio^fjg^^^S^g^s tan i' As stated
above, these Individuals also hu t

. at ail times, re-
mained in civilian clothes.

•

6.„ In addition *to the security measures involving guards, the Arti-
>* choke Team had the .responsibility of a considerable amount of valuable*

technical equipment and medical supplies that wore used in the Artichoke
operations. To control this properly, separate rooms were established for



*4s

r

c.

n,r i'fiJc.vl. wor-'; ( rf'coivl i n" cnm-Hon-'l . ,, 4

rr '
I t

""
1 i n ••-•xrcpt.ion.-, was Iccnt under

’

Lock

'

~lml Ll |
7^.'

nic?,L '••'?« inmonl., with
wns continually under observation by th» ini-rn

'
l

roo,n - ,ni:: ro °*

fifteen feet from the door of r ™ ?,
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a pnronnr to some place
hold Lhcrany nossibLc usefulness to anyone had comu.le Lely disappeared.

11. As noted above, both of the subW ts w,»7ailBUU>iiii .:,

and neither object had any working knowledge or the bnglish .1 annuar-’."
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as general interpreter in both cases.
” h3!' n° tlC and ;,i3° nct,?fl

12. Concerning the special technical problems involved, the probiemswere siniiar to those encountered on other trips oT Artichoke teams. In'tne first p_ace, the Tield offices are not fully equipped technically.They are lackmR in bo th _ quality , and qu antity of equipment and, in the
'

r

ri
r
er an5 WBs(fijp*who handles the technical nattersfor th Artichoke lean, the men using the technical equipment are notgenerally trained m technical problems. In these cases, to ennbl- th-Artichoke team to secure adequate records and full coverage, the ArtichokeTeam sent via air freight sufficient technical apparatus to handle thisoperation, but owing to the unfortunate circumstances of the oil strikecoupieu witn nno-arently slow administrative handling of the crates carry inthe Artichoke technical equipment, this equipment did not -arrive

. until thTeam was operating on the second .oes” . -ven -at that, the neculia:
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record, i.t^houl.d b«v noted that

roblems were surmounted b



rJir^Prfon? beninninr; *rlirhoke Team and the

the ramifications oT the case; the problems involved; ind the specific

answers or information desired from the subjects, /vfter it had been

thoroughly worked out and all hands were cornisant, the Artichoke Team

menhirs then devised a plausible, realistic and intelligent cover for the

Artichoke operation. In both cases, i t.y/as agreed that a medical-type

cover was valuable and, as suites ted ^ irir?Ai screen

would be to tell the subjects that before any fur'lner use cou.ld be made

of them, it would be necessary Tor us to rive, them, before reassessment, a

complete physical and psychiatric examination, since obviously they (the

subjects) could not be resettled anywhere in the world without physical

examinations and if we were to use them apain we would have to make this

reassessment t.o determine how best they could be used. To carry this out,

it was proposed and all hands aeroed that the. first approach would be made

on the basis of a complete physical examination of the subjects n.lus a

complete psychiatric examination wn.ich would have the following extremely

valuable effects:

A

1. It would rive all the Team members an idea of the physical

capacity of the subjects.

2. It would rive all hands a Dsycholorica L study of the in-

dividuals which would be extremely useful in interrogation.

t. It would provide a basis for the doctors who would rive

the examinations to roach a rapport with the subjects, which

of course would help Artichoke operations.

a. It would rive the doctors an opportunity to rain the sub-

jects' confidence and hence provide 3 perfect cover for the

intravenous use of Artichoke chemicals.

l<i, ilavinr, agreed on this cover, it was then determined that the '.rti-

ohoko Team in these cases would use two specific, approaches toward rninmr

control" of the subjects. The first would be by the use of a very small

dosaee of chemicals (sodium pentdthal) coupled at almost. the exact sane

time with an attempt to rain hypnotic control of the individual and us i. nr,

the very lirht action of the snail dose of the drur. as a "starter 1
'

f or tne

hvpnoti- technique. The second approach, in the event the first failed or

was on] v partially successful*; would be by usinr more or loss the sane

,fr-n and’mu.Unr a direct chemical attack on the .individual usjni: suf-

fici-nl ch^mim l"dosa<es with necessary stimulants to place the individual

in the so-called " twi.lirht -one" where uninhibit-l conv-rm Li on would

follow more easily-. .This technique war. urrecd upon by .ill hands.

wmmmm
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-I/.'- In addition, the profess i nna I. appearance n.LL .individuals wr;
considered, microphone? concealed, cover stories were cnnruljy worked out,
ovon the ohysical nor; id, ion of I, ho individuals involved, the iightinr o r the
rooms, -and noise elements were considered he Core the actual operation- be-'
pan. lo supplement al L this, 3 plausible story was deve Lonod to explain
to the subject why ho was taken from solitary confinement and brought to
the present place, what was expected of him in very general terms, and th°
idea was conveyed to him that this was a routine procedure that was generally
used before individuals were reassigned or relocated.

17. Ln addition, .it shou?.d be noted that case histories and back-
prounds of both subjects had been vory carefully studied by al .L .ha nds

this * furthermore, in each case, the case officers
had fully briefed all hands on these cases including "quest 1 onabiV

material, .paps in the records, details, etc. Case officers had also been
questioned about the cases, their histories, opinions, Ideas, etc., of value
in attacking each case. And finally, fuL.1 sets of questions for use when
the actual Artichoke operations got under way had been drawn up and studied
by all hands as a basis for the work and a chart to assist in the resolution
of the cases.

A

18. For matter of roco5g|a6Q& t should be noted that these
individuals hod been k«nt i um,

)jtic p a
-
t several

months spent in solitary com lnement ana hoTu had been, in the past, in-
tensively interrogated prior to application of the Artie hole® technique.'
The subjects were brought from the stockade to the operations area jn in-
conspicuous automobile:'

,
well guarded and, in each case, the subjects were

brought there with their eyes taped' shu t and wearing dark glasses' to pre-
vent -any undue curiosity on the part of outside individuals as the car
cashed through towns and small villages enroule. (bee details under cases.)
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regarded >r case officers an a very to«'h, xrrc.sponsaMe

individual, carat lc of wild, unpremeditated activity and ™^sl>

of suicide. Us woo known to he, if not a drunkard, an individual M\o Ji

much liked to drink and ret drunk and had' an omnedinr. fondness fpr won-n

and was p.iven to hrarp.inr about his numerous conquests

•

any suspicions on the part of the

io^al population in the
'a^i nconsnicious

sms

the lakiru: of Mood
*
s Ldnrahl.e lenr.th of tine, actually inc.ludinr. wo o .. -

hours narh and consumed most of the remainder o .1^. •

’ ^

'

as interpreter during these medical-psychiatric sessions.
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coca l! rd* J
‘ twilight stato" v;h i.rh is the best cond.i tion ror i.nt,^rrn~n tion

.

Tli i
~ nhys leal stimu lation consisted of shaking the subjec t

,
putting, pres-

sure on certnin nerve", and sharply s.lappi nr; the subject 's feet . Thereafter
r_0.. i. tO-lC

was

ancf during this period the interrogation
cen on recording tapes.)

17. At approximately 1:00 PH, it was decided by -thc^^3|p|^i to begin
injection of a stimulant to see if a more nxpansi^g^|^JAatj ve reaction
could bo obtained Prom .the subject. Ac cording.l./r|ffBwjBB^lgP began a

carefully controlled injection througn the intravenous apparatus of dosages
of Pesoxyn (d-desoxynephedrine hydrochloride — stimulant which nroduces
elevation of mood, talkativeness, etc.). After a short period of time,

this combination began to have a highly successful effect. The subject
began to be more talkative, more dramatic, and apparently a great d^al
less inhibited than.previously. The drugs produced, during this period,
in addition to a rreat deal of talk, a remarkable regression and during
this regression the subject actuaLly relived certain past activities of

•his life, sojne da t in

j

r teen years, while in addition, the subject
totally a c c e n to d ( w'n

o

was acting as one of th^ interpreters

at, this tine) as an oid try s'jtcd . be loved personal friend whom the subject
had knovm in years na s t This regression, at times, be-

came ex tremely vivid and* produced dramatic feelings and s t,a t ‘'merits on the

part of t.he ^uojo^tasuch an extent that he insisted from time to tine

upon kissing he continuously called by the name of his

old friend ancl jormer associate.

1,3. The total time consume J (about two and one-half hours) under the

influence of the chemicals counting from the starting time of the injection,
was from approximately 12:00 noon until about 20'* PH, when the subject was

removed to hi.s own adjoining bedroom. The total effective interrogation
time during this period (including the regression) was from about 12:i(j l':-i

until 2:10 Pi I

.

J.p.* .The tine from 2:10 PH to 2
:
3d PH was consumed by the subject

partially recovering from the effects of the dosages of the drugs. During

this period, the subject, was groggy, somewhat nauseated, was primarily

in a semi-conscious state and was, for a considerable period of time,

unresponsi vp to muscular co-ordination tests, when the subject was re-

moved from the operations room to his own bedroom at 2:3? PH
,
he required

assistance and was staggering on his feet and after b^ing placed in his

bed he passedHnto a sleep which .lasted for several hours.

20... .'"portly a r t<"r the conclusion o r this last, tost, a cenorn!. emu
•Terence was he.I.d hvalJ. hands lv tween j:f)n and h:' 1'’ ;\'l and it was. decided

»*that on the basis of the material obtained, the Artichoke work would be
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con*; Ldof*?H as completed. - A
i

L --
-

i l.hat hn had ohLaimd
amnio information to continue the work ‘on ’the cn-.-o oiti he felt that he
night possibly in the future, on the basis of the new in ferns t ion developed,
run the subject arain on the polygraph on the new material and the now
descr’rancies tint had appeared as a result of the Artichoke trcalncnt.

emphatically expressed himself that, on the basis of the
material uncovered, the subject was totally unreliable and in^thc. future
bis disposition .would have to be a controlled matter, which 1

stated had been agreed upon previously.

ex-21. As noted

were turned over to the case officers involved to enable then i-o study
them and draft from the recordings all notes, comments, etc. which they
needed to complete their ’work,. Li^shonld amain be noted that the responses
of the subjects are, of course have not to dM.e been in-
terpreted or transcribed in fng.lish to enable the -'rtichoke Team to study
the results of the onnUMlnanr the techniques. As far as is known, the

tapes are being held a4pPBp^M|jr and will he, after full use had been made
..area, forwarded to Washington, D.C., It is believed that

frill handle this matter as soon as possible, although to
’Said “VC -have 'received no report in this connection.

22. The Artichoke Team, while entirely certain that results were con-
clusive and although t.he case of ficers <PSBBS®HSH6B!55F

,

'-"pressed
themselves as completely satisfied, feels that final and critical comments
should be withheld until transcripts of the tapes can he made and a.

methodical- and careful analysis is developed of the tapes and cross-checked
against the case flies in each case.



CONCLUSIONS

Tn ihe opinion of the Artichoke Team members ,
the successful arplica-

l.i on. aMMBBB|:,.of a combined hypno tic-chemical arv-ro.-irh indicator; that

those t^nniquc’S worked in combination have a very hir.h potential a.? an

intelligence weapon*

.The ArU choke Tram feels that since these techniques have only boon*

used in a limited .sense, it would be wrom; to make extensive claims ror •

the efficacy of t.lva techniques, but it does Appear to bo clearly established

that these techniques, .when properly applied and riven a careful cover

screen, should be .generally highly effective.

The Team members feel that the most- .important element that is neces-

sary to perfect these techniques is the application of the technique.-) to

a 'frre.it number of cases. The Team members also ree L that .if work can be

done in many cases, it will be possible to refine the techniques, murce

the results more certain, reduce the time requirements for the administra-

tion of the techniques, and settle more specifically on the technical

details involved. Additional cases will also e.ivc the Artichoke Team a

chance to test new chemicals, new combinations, and new ideas in both

the psychological and hypnotic fields.

] t is the general conclusion of the Team members that- the Artichoke

technique is financially worthwhile and that in view of the small success

to date, additional funds can be riven to this project- with the strong

assurance that the money will not be wasted.

UF-COMMF.MDATIONo

1. At the present time, there is an absence of technical equipment

both in quantity and quality .in the field stations and it should be a

rule of ‘the Artichoke Team when traveling to take with th"m or ship to

the poifit at. which the Artichoke work is to be done, a 1.1 tho necessary

technical equipment required. This equipment, upon completion of iho

Artichoke work
,
•should .be turned over to the field stations for their

later use.

2 . JnsoPar as possible,* technical equipment to l:c used in the Arti-

choke "work or -for that matter in technical work overseas should be modi-

fied in the United Mates to suit overseas conditions be Tore it is shipped

Future plans of the Technical Research Staff Includes development of this

*.vpc of equipment. •

%

3. if the Artichoke work is to be expanded, it is essential that

interrogators be found who have wide lan£ua?;o ability. If



individuals -are to >e drained to assist. jn the A r I. j.choke work, a nr^renen
should be r.Lvnn to those individuals having a fluent knowledge of

lannuaPies.

Thp development of a medical-psychiatric cover as

^ tl jn? t.ant opera Linn is

Team as excellent cover. An^f^Upvbrkinp in the field

c h okc Team ^JLC^a.t^LL» no? 5 ible .
should have the benefit of

witH

carried out by.

regarded by the

with the Arti-

consultation

since-
—’.electrical power at. best is an uncertain quantity,

the development of mechanically powered and battery-operated recording

equipment should be pressed. The Technical Research Htaff is at present

working on this type of equipment and will, as soon as it lias reached the

operational stare, make rccomrnondat.i ons that this tyre of equipment, ho

forwarded to the various J 1* ^ ^ i~ particularly

essential that this type of equipment" be held in readiness •- s a standby

i.n the event of power failures.

6. It is urr.entiy recommended that, in the future, as Artichoke

operations are ccntenplated (particularly on a larqer scale), the tec.h-

nical equipment- .with the Artichoke technician and a dcsirn- tod 1*1.0

bta.fl' Officer be sent- to the operation area in ad v anc e ta .Lay oa technical

and administrative details that are essential prior to the departure of

the Artichoke Team. In larger operations, that would be a tremendous

factor in increasing the technical and operntinc efficiency of the Arti-

choke work.

CW-riLNTJ

1. The. Artichoke Team felt that the security hand]! nr. of this orera-

* tion was excellent. The security .a rrangemeets ,
which_we r n handled by the

office 04

personal function
spect..* 'Credit is .also due who in ntWiW - on 10 h '" ndiip(T thc

security problems, covered iaosu f*' 'oile administrative deta.i.lo and the

personal details involved in this operation.

2. The ease oPfieer..
.

,, m|.ii»iih mni»ifc hi . j » *.

wlio eri.aeted_J.tie diffivuil. rgl'n of inlcrpre tor-hyrmn t.is I-, , carried oiu their

•work in an ’unusually inlcll.i pent and co-opcr.at.lve manner.

3". The me d i

r

-> T- n s

v

.
c hi. a ir i n w ’’ ;; ' :

-U',
'

1

JL.
^ipn_,

wr hand Led a o

(

* Without their^hir'hly competent assistance, the Artichoke work would have

been extremely difficult, if not impossible.
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technical arnn^incnl.3, which were: very complex ary.' included

rcMii i re- the hirhest technical skill with par • ; cu.l ->rJ.v the ability to .im-

provise as an absolute essential.

F. ’vj.thout in any sense being critical, two consents arc herewith
added for consideration in future operations:

A. Long experience and constant practice are arson Hal elements in

the makeup of an interrogator working with the Artichoke tech-
niques. This, of course, implies fluent- knowledge of the native
language of the subject, bharn, intelligent, and sound interro-
gation technioues are vital in Artichoke operations.

P. If at all possible in future operations, the safe hous" for the

operation should bs closer to the
-~ 1

\ headquarters than in

the operation just concluded. The writer, c r course, recognizes
thgt Inis is a difficult security problem, but as a means of

increased efficiency, speedy etc., safe houses near headquarters
are most .desi ruble. In this connection, the writer wishes to

make one observation which conceivably would be of value in

these operations and that is that the overseas offjcies of the

Agency should have as a standard piece of equlonent a windowlcss
ambulance or delivery truck or inconsp.vc i.oys closed motor
vehicle of some type wherein the subject could he transported
without the inherent danger of observation either from the out-

side or by subjects themselves. Furthermore, it is believed this

would eliminate some of the problems of the guards in the

handling of the subjects.


